
Delco honors men and women in blue at support rally. Page 5

Delco Halloween Parade at 2 p.m. this Saturday in Media.

INSIDE THIS WEEK

For years, Springfield Ambu-
lance Corps (SAC) has provided 
Springfield Township not only 
with lifesaving medical transport 
to area hospitals, but with free 
CPR, AED, and first-aid classes. 
With momentum from a success-
ful CPR training blitz during EMS 
Week in May, they now plan to up 
the ante. 

On Sunday, Nov. 1, the Corps 
will be holding a kickoff event 
for the “Community Heart Start-
ers” initiative. From 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m, hands-only CPR classes will 
be held in the gymnasium at St. 
Kevin’s Parish Life Center, 200 
W. Sproul Road in Springfield. 
No registration is required, and 
the only condition for attendance 
is the willingness to save a life. 

Each class runs for just half an 
hour, and will start as soon as 
enough people to fill a class ar-
rive (about 12 people.) To shorten 
waiting times, multiple classes 
will be running simultaneously.

Community Heart Starters is 
a new initiative with the goal of 
educating a large majority of lo-
cal residents in CPR. Attendees 
at Heart Starters events will re-
ceive free instruction on per-
forming hands-only CPR. There 
are no age restrictions; kids and 
teens are encouraged to attend. 
Refreshments will be provided, 
and there will be prizes and give-
aways for participants. 

TD Bank raised over $2,000 
for Community Heart Starters as 
part of a Bring Change event at 

their Springfield store on Friday, 
Oct. 9. As part of TD’s nationwide 
charitable program, normal coin 
counting fees were waived for use 
of TD’s Penny Arcade. Tellers so-
licited donations from customers, 
and TD matched a portion of the 
coins counted, making their own 
donation. Springfield Ambulance 
Corps members were at the store 
with an ambulance for the dura-
tion of the event to provide infor-
mation about the life-saving ini-
tiative.

The technique now known as 
CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion) has been in practice since 
the 19th century, in one form or 
another. In 1863, Dr. H R Silvester 
of London first published a pro-
cedure for inducing respiration 

in cases of apparent death from 
drowning, chloroform, still-birth 
and noxious gases. In the 1911 
first edition of the Boy Scouts 
Handbook, the Boy Scouts of 
America instructed scouts to use 
the Schaefer method for restor-
ing breathing in the apparently 
drowned. The Schaefer method 
calls for the patient to be placed 
face-down, and for the rescuer to 
compress the chest at the spaces 
between the short ribs.

CPR has since evolved to in-
clude the use of chest compres-
sions, artificial respirations and 
defibrillation to treat cardiac ar-
rest. Recent studies have found 
that uninterrupted chest com-
pressions without delay may be 
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Ambulance Corps to 
provide free CPR training

This year’s Springfield High School Homecoming Court were named at last weekend’s football game.  
The court includes (from left) Gina Digioia, Sonny Pastore, Dan Archibong, Ed Addis, Queen Franc-
esca Ciancaglini, King Pete Mele, Sam Kemmey, Wayne Celine and Cailyn Gormley. Missing is Cara 
Dunfee.

SHS

HAIL TO THE COURT
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An Upper Darby taxi cab driver 
reported to police at 2:03 a.m. 
Oct. 13 that he was dispatched to 
the 500 block of Stidman Drive 
in Springfield to pick up a fare.  
When he arrived, no one was on 
location.  The driver notified his 
dispatcher and a short time later 
a vehicle pulled up and two men 
approached the cab. 

One of the men opened the 
driver’s door and pointed a hand-
gun at the driver’s  head. The sec-
ond man opened the passenger’s 
side door and entered the vehicle.  
While kneeling on the seat, he 
grabbed the victim’s throat. The 
man, armed with the handgun, 
demanded money and the victim 
turned over a small black bag 
containing cash. The bag was re-
trieved from the driver’s side floor 

CRIME

Taxi driver 
robbed at 
gunpoint 

By Susan L. Serbin
Correspondent

Commissioners took three ac-
tions which will advance plans 
for a small expansion of Spring-
field Mall. The application was 
seen by the planning commis-
sion in early October, with a rec-
ommendation for approval.

Commissioners approved the 
first reading of an ordinance 
which will amend the zoning 
code. It will allow a “co-location” 
of structures at the mall, mean-
ing those which are not enclosed 
or otherwise attached. PREIT 

(Pennsylvania Real Estate Invest-
ment Trust) wishes to construct 
two freestanding buildings on ei-
ther side of the main entrance. 
PREIT indicated they will both 
be restaurants.

The ordinance defines the 
buildings “to be a part of the 
entrance-way to the principal 
building in a shopping center or 
shopping mall in an SC-1 Shop-
ping Center District.” The appli-
cation will comply with the need 
amendment and all other regu-
lations.

As it is a zoning code change, 
the commissioners scheduled the 

required public hearing for 8 p.m, 
Nov. 10, after which the regular 
legislative meeting is held. The 
second reading of the ordinance 
can be considered at that time.

The board also approved the 
revised land development/con-
ditional use application for the 
same project. As stated by Attor-
ney Joseph Damico to the plan-
ning commission, the application 
has been deemed a revision of a 
2009 approved plan which had 
an expansion of close to 30,000 
square feet. The revised applica-
tion totals about 14,500 square 
feet including outdoor patio ar-

eas planned to create a plaza ef-
fect.

Damico said he had consulted 
with the township solicitor “to 
make sure we were secure in fol-
lowing this path” which would 
not require a new overall plan. 
Original conditional use condi-
tions and parking ratios are still 
in place, although some altera-
tions to traffic circulation will be 
made.

Representatives of BJ Brew 
House appeared at planners on 
behalf of one building. No new 
information was available about 
tenants.

COMMISSIONERS

Springfield Mall expansion plans move forward
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The second annual Sce-
nic Hills Elementary School 
Home and School Walk-A-Thon 
is Friday, Oct. 23.  This is set 
to be a fun time for the whole 
school and the only major fun-
draiser of the year.  Ready to 
take part are (above, back row) 
Colin Treude, Emily Hackford, 
Grace Rubery and Emily Lam-
bert.  (Front row) Ryan Friel 
and Sean McLaughlin.

FUNDRAISER

Scenic’s Walk-
A-Thon this 
Friday
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ENJOY OUR
“HAYRIDE SALAD!”

ENJOY OUR
“HAYRIDE SALAD!”

Dried Cranberries, Candied Walnuts,
Sunflower Seeds, Fresh Turkey, Fresh Cut Apple

WITH PUMPKIN CIDER VINAIGRETTE CREATED AT THUNDERBIRD

HERE TILL 12/31
188 Saxer Ave., Springfield • 610-328-1131
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